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and transitory.    It would be a very different matter if the
Self opposed the object.    Self and world are commensur-
able factors; hence a normal introverted attitude is just
as valid, and has as good a right to existence, as a normal
extraverted  attitude.    But, if the ego  has usurped the
claims of the subject, a compensation naturally develops
under the guise of an unconscious reinforcement of the
influence of the object.    Such a change eventually com-
mands   attention,  for   often,   in   spite   of   a  positively
convulsive attempt to ensure the superiority of the ego,
the object and objective  data  develop an overwhelming
influence,  which is all   the   more   invincible  because it
seizes upon the individual   unawares,  thus effecting an
irresistible invasion of consciousness.    As a result of the
ego's defective   relation   to   the   object — for  a  will to
command is not adaptation—a compensatory relation to
the object develops in the unconscious, which makes itself
felt in consciousness as an unconditional and irrepressible
tie to the object.   The more the ego seeks to secure every
possible liberty, independence, superiority, and freedom
from obligations, the deeper does it fall into the slavery
of objective facts.     The   subject's freedom  of  mind is
chained to an ignominious financial dependence, his un-
concerned ness of action suffers now and again, a distressing
collapse in the face of public opinion, his moral superiority
gets swamped in inferior relationships, and his desire to
dominate ends in a pitiful craving to be loved.   The chief
concern of the unconscious in such a case is the relation to
the object, and it affects this in a way that is calculated to
bring both the power illusion and the superiority phantasy
to utter ruin.   The object assumes terrifying dimensions,;
in spite of conscious depreciation.   Detachment from, and
command of, the object are, in consequence, pursued by
the ego still more violently.   Finally, the ego surrounds
itself^ by a regular system of safeguards (Adler has ably

